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TEXT ANALYSIS 28 – EUROPE HAS GOOD AND BAD REASONS FOR 
WANTING MORE BABIES 

 
Policies to reward fertility can disguise vote-buying, or worse 
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1. Summarise this text using between 80 and 100 words.  
 

2. Provide another proposal of title to the article above. Try to come up with something catchy 
and unbiased.  
 

3. Analyse borrowings in the text.  
 

4. Explain the meaning of the following sentences taking into account their purpose for the 
understanding of the text.  
 
a) The new natalism is most pronounced in Eastern Europe, where toddler-production statistics 

are the new tractor-production statistics. 
b) After the war, most European governments understandably skirted the topic. 
c) With productivity growth low, welfare states need to generate more young workers to fund 

themselves lest they collapse like a population-based Ponzi scheme. 
d) Eurocrats should watch whom they jump into bed with. 
 

5. Analyse colloquialisms in the text. Provide a definition for each and its alternative standard or 
formal synonym. Does the use of colloquialisms coincide with the general register present in 
the text?  
 

6. All the words below can substitute words that appear in the text. They need to fit exactly in the 
corresponding gap. Identify in the text the word they can substitute.  
 
Hauling  Struggling  Gatherings  Promotes Condemned 
Receive  Depression  Monopolized  Prosperity Prowl 

 
7. The following definitions correspond to idioms that are related to words and topics that appear 

all along the text. Try to come up with the correct idiom using the word in brackets as a clue 
and write a sentence with each of the idioms.  

 

• To look at someone alluringly, e.g. when flirting (BEDROOM)  

• Something painful, challenging or unpleasant (BED)  

• To endure or deal with an unpleasant or difficult situation that one has created him/herself 
(BED)  

• To foist responsibility or guilt for something onto another person (BABY)  

• To discard something valuable along with something not desired, usually unintentionally 
(BABY)  

• The personality traits that one displays as an adult form in childhood (CHILD)  
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8. TRANSFORMATIONS. Write another sentence including the word in brackets without changing 
the word given and respecting as much as possible the meaning of the sentence given.  
 
a) Now Eurocrats have a new excuse to bring up the topic: babies, or rather the lack of them. 

(DEGREE)  
b) That leaves Europe with too few children to maintain its population absent immigration. 

(WITHOUT) 
c) In Hungary mothers of four are exempt from income taxes for life, and the government is 

considering extending the benefit to mothers of three. (ONLY)  
d) Natalism has a long history in Europe. (REPORTED)  
e) With productivity growth low, welfare states need to generate more young workers to fund 

themselves lest they collapse like a population-based Ponzi scheme. (FEAR) 
 

9. Provide a didactic exploitation of the text from an interdisciplinary point of view.  
 

ESSAY: Comment on the following paragraph using no more than 300 words.   
 
Feminism and motherhood have a complicated relationship […] While white feminists often 
painted motherhood as the ultimate apparatus of patriarchy, many activist women of colour saw 
in motherhood not only freedom but also agency. 
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TEXT ANALYSIS 28 – EUROPE HAS GOOD AND BAD REASONS FOR 
WANTING MORE BABIES - KEY 

 
Policies to reward fertility can disguise vote-buying, or worse 

 
1. Summarise this text using between 80 and 100 words.  

 
A possible summary of the text could be as possible:  
 
The European birthrate is decreasing and politicians are extremely worried about it even 
creating a commission to address the topic effectively and directly. The focus has been 
mainly placed on the eastern countries offering several economic compensations for new 
parents. However, the issue is not anything new and it has a long history all along Europe 
without much success most of the times. In fact, the reasons for this renewed interest in 
baby-making may be more than just demographic with some hidden economic, political or 
chauvinist concerns.  

 
2. Provide another proposal of title to the article above. Try to come up with something 

catchy and unbiased.  
 
Another title for the previous text could be “Three is a crowd for love but not for European 
baby-making policies”. With this, we are using a common colloquial expression “three is a 
crowd” to exemplify what European politicians want to do with all the European population 
with their demographic and natalistic policies. It’s a question of entering the bedroom and 
of trying to modify and influence the Europeans’ plans for starting a family.  Thus, with all 
the measures they are taking to boost birth rate, it looks like they represent the third one 
in the middle of a couple.  

 
3. Analyse borrowings in the text.  

 
Borrowing is the process of introducing a foreign already-existing word into another 
language. In this sense, it contributes to enlarging its lexicon since it is understood that the 
foreign world entered the language because there wasn’t any other native term to refer to 
that specific reality it describes or portrays. Thus, a borrowing is a word adopted from 
another language with no change at all or with slight orthographic or phonological 
adaptations. Throughout time, some of these words may become part of the core 
vocabulary of the language, which is what happened in English with many words from 
French origin. In this case, although they are diachronically borrowings or loanwords, we 
no longer analyse them as such. So, let’s analyse the borrowings that can be identified in 
this text by dividing them from the language they come from:  
 

• FRENCH: liaisons (l. 3), average (l.12), laissez-faire (l. 41-42), premier (l. 56), bourgeois 
(l. 60).  

• GREEK: scheme (l. 4), xenophobic (l. 56), eugenicists (l. 57).  

• LATIN: libido (l.4), agenda (l. 15), mínimum (l. 24).  

• POLISH: zloty (l. 23)  

• SPANISH: bonanza (l. 33)  

• UNKNOWN: hijacked (l. 63)  
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4. Explain the meaning of the following sentences taking into account their purpose for the 
understanding of the text.  
 
a) The new natalism is most pronounced in Eastern Europe, where toddler-production 

statistics are the new tractor-production statistics. 
 

The Eastern region of Europe was ruled by Communist and Socialist regimes until the 
1990s, more or less. This affected their economic growth and sectors, especially the 
agricultural one that underwent a steady growth based on substantial investments in 
buildings, machinery, fertilisers and irrigations systems. Within this machinery, we may 
find lots of references to tractors or other engines necessary for agricultural 
production. In this sense, with the entrance of these countries into the European 
Union, they continued to be the most rural part of Europe with lots of measures taken 
to boost their farming and agrarian industries. With this natalism decrease, the policies 
oriented to these countries are changing from the agricultural to the demographic 
ones.  

 
b) After the war, most European governments understandably skirted the topic. 
 

After the Second World War, European governments eluded or avoided the birthrate 
issues due to logical reasons. The countries that had been involved in the war needed 
economic and social recovery before they could think of other policies associated to 
baby-making. However, it was also controversial since many men had died in the war 
but, due to the lack of contraceptive measures, those who survived and came back 
home were good candidates to foster birth rates.  

 
c) With productivity growth low, welfare states need to generate more young workers to 

fund themselves lest they collapse like a population-based Ponzi scheme. 
 

In our welfare systems, it is extremely important to have young workers in order to 
maintain and pay their salary to pensioners, as well as those issues present in every 
welfare state like health, education, or infrastructures.  This is compared with the Ponzi 
scheme since if new babies are not born, then the result will be a pyramidal effect that 
cannot be sustained. In fact, the Ponzi scheme is a fraudulent type of inversion that 
consists in benefitting from getting new investors that produce profits to the former 
members or investors. A quite current example of this in the business industry has 
been reported to be Herbalife.  

 
d) Eurocrats should watch whom they jump into bed with. 
 

Since there are some hidden interests in the will to boost baby production, European 
politicians should be very careful to choose the policies and the allies they pick to carry 
out all the measures. The expression “jump into bed with someone” suggests having a 
sexual intercourse and here it is a metaphor for the close relationship than can be 
established among Eurocrats and the politicians or measures they support.  
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5. Analyse colloquialisms in the text. Provide a definition for each and its alternative 
standard or formal synonym. Does the use of colloquialisms coincide with the general 
register present in the text?  
 
REGISTER (INTRODUCTION OF FIELD/TENOR/MODE). The author of the text tries to be very 
close to the reader by using colloquialisms but we can say that the text itself (after analysing 
field, tenor and mode) is not written in colloquial register, but formal-standard.  
 
- Hot → full of or characterised by sexual desire. SYN. Aroused, lustful.  
- Hunky → usually associated with a man that is large, strong and sexually attractive. 

SYN. Handsome, attractive, good-looking, gorgeous.  
- Grumble → to utter murmurs expressive of discontent. SYN. Complain, fuss…  
- Lousy → If you describe something as lousy, you mean that it is of very bad quality or 

that you do not like it. SYN. Awful, horrible, miserable, terrible.  
- Nagging → Nagging refers to keep asking someone to do something this person has 

not done yet or does not want to do. SYN. Harass, bother, annoy.  
- Dishes out → if you dish out something, you distribute it among a number of people. 

SYN. Distribute, deliver, hand out.  
- Goodies → pleasant, exciting or attractive things. SYN. Good things, titbits, prizes, 

rewards.  
- Cack-handed → If you describe someone as cack-handed, you mean that they handle 

things in an awkward or clumsy way. SYN. Clumsy, heavy-handed, inept, not agile.  
 

6. All the words below can substitute words that appear in the text. They need to fit exactly 
in the corresponding gap. Identify in the text the word they can substitute.  
 
Hauling → dragging (l. 49)   
Struggling → scrambling (l. 10)   
Gatherings → summits (l. 11)  
Promotes → plugs (l. 1)  
Condemned → doomed (l. 58)  
Receive → reap (l. 24)    
Depression → slump (l. 10)  
Monopolized → hijacked (l. 63)   
Prosperity → welfare (l. 62); bonanza (l. 33)   
Prowl → lurk (l. 68)  

 
7. The following definitions correspond to idioms that are related to words and topics that 

appear all along the text. Try to come up with the correct idiom using the word in brackets 
as a clue and write a sentence with each of the idioms.  
 

• To look at someone alluringly, e.g. when flirting (BEDROOM)  
To make bedroom eyes at somebody: She is dating him again… He just makes bedroom 
eyes at her and she can’t resist.  

• Something painful, challenging or unpleasant (BED)  
Bed of nails: Teaching 1st of ESO students can be a bed of nails when they are noisy and 
disruptive.  

• To endure or deal with an unpleasant or difficult situation that one has created 
him/herself (BED)  
You’ve made your bed and now you must lie in it: Even though I advised him not to ask 
for that big loan, he did. So he’s made his bed and now he must lie in it.  
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• To foist responsibility or guilt for something onto another person (BABY)  
To leave somebody holding the baby: When we were younger, I broke my dad’s 
computer but I left my sister holding the baby.  

• To discard something valuable along with something not desired, usually 
unintentionally (BABY)  
To throw the baby out with the bathwater: Just for some incongruities in the second 
chapter, you cannot throw the baby out with the bathwater and disregard the whole 
book.  

• The personality traits that one displays as an adult form in childhood (CHILD)  
The child is father of the man: He’s always been a very sensible and analytical person; 
the child is father of the man, after all.  

 
8. TRANSFORMATIONS. Write another sentence including the word in brackets without 

changing the word given and respecting as much as possible the meaning of the sentence 
given.  
 
f) Now Eurocrats have a new excuse to bring up the topic: babies, or rather the lack of 

them. (DEGREE)  
Now Eurocrats have a new excuse to bring up the topic: babies, or to a certain degree 
the lack of them.  

g) That leaves Europe with too few children to maintain its population absent 
immigration. (WITHOUT) 
That leaves Europe without enough children to maintain its population absent 
immigration.  

h) In Hungary mothers of four are exempt from income taxes for life, and the government 
is considering extending the benefit to mothers of three. (ONLY)  
In Hungary, the government is considering extending the benefit of being exempt from 
income taxes for life not only to mothers of four but also to mothers of three.  

i) Natalism has a long history in Europe. (REPORTED)  
Natalism has been long reported in Europe.  

j) With productivity growth low, welfare states need to generate more young workers to 
fund themselves lest they collapse like a population-based Ponzi scheme. (FEAR) 
With productivity growth low, welfare states need to generate more young workers to 
fund themselves for feat that they would collapse like a population-based Ponzi 
scheme.  
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9. Provide a didactic exploitation of the text from an interdisciplinary point of view.  
 

The previous text could be adapted to be used in a class of 1st of Upper-Secondary Education 
in Unit 7 entitled “Citizens of a place called world” where students study population 
movements related to migration and globalization. The last two sessions of the units will 
be devoted to the explanation and use of key concepts within demography like birthrate 
(natalism) and deathrate (deceases).  
 
After studying a review of all possible verbal tenses in English, the students are going to 
start session 6 with a look at different ways of presenting information and data in graphs in 
English so, as a warm-up activity, they remember the different types of graphs and their 
names in English (more or less for 5 minutes). After this, they are going to be given the 
adapted version of the text including line 17-18, paragraph 3 and paragraph 5. They are 
going to read the text and answer some questions to check comprehension. Then, they will 
have to find some synonyms in the text. (15 min) 
 
With this, we introduce the concept of natalism, very much connected with the Social 
Sciences subjects, and the next activity has to do with analysing birthrate schemes that 
show the different types of patterns related to births we’ve had in the last 75 years. Thus, 
with three different schemes, they are going to analyse the graphs by using words like 
“decrease, increase, drop, remain the same” and “sharply, slightly, gradually, considerably, 
etc.” In groups of three they need to describe the changes and movements in birthrate all 
along the 20th and the beginning of the 21st century. (20 min.)  
 
As a cooling down activity, after they have finished analysing the diagrams, they are going 
to look for birth rate schemes from other countries (in the same group, I will provide them 
with different countries so they see a change compared to the charts with Spanish data 
they have just analysed). This way, they can compare and discuss the main differences and 
similarities in a speaking activity that will last 10 minutes.  
 
The written analysis of the graphs will be corrected by the teacher using a rubric and the 
rest of the activities proposed contribute to formative assessment. Regarding 
interdisciplinarity, the type of activities present could be carried out with the help and 
collaboration of the teachers from the Social Sciences department and even the Maths 
department when analysing graphs and data. In this sense, apart from the Linguistic 
Competence, we could be promoting the acquisition of the Mathematical Competence and 
Basic Competences in Science and Technology.  
 


